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the HighsSharsffy .andofþe moſt Hh . 
of the Auditory, to which this. Sermon - 
= preathed;” to' publiſÞ-u4Þ; 1 was induced in de- - 
ference to their better Judgments to hope, that what - 

uch a roved of. rom the Pulpit, might do» fome - 

jen rs the lie wo My T7 = fi = : 
according to my mean ( apacity, to recommend to - 
thoſe that beard me their Duties, ſuitable to the - 
, and to diſcourage that Immorality, which - 

bath in this laſt Age been the Diſgrace of our-- 
Gentry, and the Bane - this Nation. I preſume to - 
prefix your Loraſhip's Name- to it, not only be- 
Cauſe -1 *am aſſured you will readi'y lend me the .- 


Authority thereof, for PR ſo good a. Deſi 7, | 
Dukes: 


"The Epiſt Dedicatory. | 


but alſo hat 1 may lay bold on this fuſt opportunity, 
to make a publick Acknowledgment of your ex- 
traordinary Favor and Bounty in preferring me 
to that Station, which 11 ow. enjoy mn the Chapch. 
That this plain Di iſcomſe may. be forme way” ſer- 
ble Fa the prmoting of Juſtice, Charity aud 
Wit, fo which nd {t was fir \pregebed, and 
is now publiſhed ; , That your Lord ip ma long 
live among us,"to foctnd, that gitar. ecom- 
mended in it, by Jour own, and that God will at 
length reward in Heaven Jopr Amdneſs, nd 
_— to me here, is the hearty Prayer of, © 
ba. ; 6 THERE, W RIDE) palckh :\ T7 
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1 Per. ut. 13. 


And who is be that will harm you, 
if ye be followers of that which 
3s good ? We 


T's every Man's Enquiry, Who will ſhew Pſal. 4. 6. 
' #5 any Good? But that will bein vain 
till they have found where to be ſafe 
from Harm. Nature, which teaches 
us to love our ſelves, obliges us to en- 
' _ deavour our own Preſervation, as neceſlary to 
* our Happineſs. For Safety is the farſt part of 
Felicity, and thact is beſt conſulted by Religi- 
on. The Altar of God is a ſure place of Re- , co. 6. 7. 
fuge; and the Armour of Righteouſneſs the beſt 
Defence. For, Who is be that will harm you, 
if ye be followers of that which is good? 


= | Which words contain two Parts ; a Duty, 
and a Priviledg annexed to the Performance 
of ir. The Duty is, to be followers of that which 
# good. The Priviledg, or Advantage of 
ſuch, Who # he that will harm you ? i. e. None 


will, none can harm ſuch an one: 4 
p | = I 


4.4 HUBEGRS i 


An Aſſre-Serm? Y 


 D—— — oo _— On nn > >————— 


Mat. 19. 17. 


[ ſhall firſt explain the Duty ; and then 
conſider the Priviledg annexed as a Motive 
tO 1t. 


J]. Firſt for the Duty, . To foleov, bath xela- 
tion either ro an End or a Patern, and ftill de. 
notes either to purſue a Deſign, or tranſcribe 
an Example. Here the Greek word ww, 
which ſignifies Imirators, evidently confines it 
to the Jatter Notion. "The only difficulty to 
be explained is, what is to be underflood by 
that which #s good, which is here propoled as 
the Patern or Example, which we are to 
follow, or imitate. Now =} dz«.%, The Good, 
not only in the Writings of Plato, Triſmegiftus, 
and other Heathen Philoſophers, bur alfo in 
Sacred Writ too, is uſed to ſignify God Him- 
ſelf : As when our Saviour ſaith, There « 
none good but one, that is God; he ſeems to 
appropriate to God this Title of The Good. 
And if we conſider the Verſe betore my Text, 
we find thar it is the Lerd, whoſe Eyes are over 
the Righteous, and whofe Face 1s againſt them that 
8 Evil, whom the Apoſtle recommends un- 
der the Notion of the Good, to our Imitation. 
Be ye followers of the Good, is the Duty in the 
Text, which is the fame with what St. Paul 
n To  - _ 
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recommends to 'the Epheſians, to be - followers 
of God as dear Children. Oaly. by Ryling 
God the Good here, St. Peter (eems to re- 
ſtraia that general Precept of . imitating God 
to that Divine PerfteQion, which :is the moſt 
proper Object, of our Imitation, bis Good- 
neſs. Flutarch derides the Ambition of lome 
Princes, that affeting the Power of the 


Deicy, would be. painted with Thunder, or ng i;4.- 
a Trident; ſhewiog their Folly (faich he) j4* 4m 
in deſiring to be like God in what they could — ap 


not attain, whilſt they deſpiled what is moſt 


Divine ia the Deity, and what he is moſt. 


willing they ſhould ſhare with him in, his 
Juſtice, Meeknels, Lenity and Bounty ; that 
is, in the Apoſtle's Language, his Goodneſs. 
Adam aſpiring to be like God in Knowledg, 
and Lucifer in Majeſty, that was caſt our of 
Paradiſe, and this out of Heaven: But for 
Angels or Men to covet to be like God in 
Croodnels, never will be a Tranlgreſſion ; 
Nay, it is our Duty, it is the chief End of our 
pure Religion, and will be our Perfe&ion to 
imitate God inthis, which is h@ Glory, the very 

beſt and moſt imitable of his Pertections. 
To be Followers of this, whether in a pnb- 
lic or private Capacity ;.whether in the Offices 
B 2 of 


Cap. 5. 1. 


Exod. 33. 
18, 19. 


A m——_y 


An Aſfiqe-Sermon 


of Magiſtracy, or common Neighbourhood, 
would conſtitute a good Chriſtian. 

Firſt ; Magiſtrates cannot have a better Example, 
than his Goodneſs, who governs the World, to tran- 
ſeribe in the Exerciſe of their Authority. And that 
both in reſpe& of his watchful Providence, 
and his untainred Juſtice, 

1. For the firſt, It was a groſs and low 
Conceit, which Fpicurus framed to himſelf of 
the Divine Nature, when he apprehendedthe 
Care of his Creatures too cumberſom an Em- 
ployment for him, or thar it was inconſiſtent 
with his Happineſs to provide for theirs. Since 
the beft Natures are moſt communicative, and 
equally happy in difpenſing, as enjoying, their 
own Goodneſs. And to ſuppoſe God other- 
wife, were to deny him to be the belt of Be- 
ings, that is, to be God. What therefore was 
the Commendation of the Roman General, that 
he took care not only to provide Pay for his 
Captains, but even Litter too for the meaneſt 
Beaſt that ſerved his Camp, ts much more true 
of the Lord of Hofts, whole Care and Bonaty 
is exerted towards the meaneſt as weil as the 
nobleſt of his Creatures. 

And when the Scripture ſtiles Magiltrates 


Plat. 82, 6, Gods, it intends they ſhould imitate God's 


ProvVt 
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Providence, aswell as ſhare in his Authority. 
and be as ready to undergo the Toil, as enjoy 
che Honour of governing Antigonus ſtiled 
the Royal State a great Slivery; and nothing 
Catt reconcile a good Magiltrate to the Druge- 
ry of his Office, but the Conſcience of che 
great (Jood he doth thereby to others. Every 
Crown and Enſign of Authority hath its 
T horns, which he bears (as the Saviour of 
the World did his) for the good of Manking, 
which in a lower Capacity he deſigns and 
endeavours to promote thereby. But as in 
his Care, ſo alſo, 

2. In the diſtribution of Juſtice, a 900d Ma- 
giſtrate makes the Divine Goodnels his Ex- 


ample. It was for this, faith Platarch, that the Moarl. 
Heathens repreſented Juſlice to be always 781, 


with Jupiter , not as Anaxarchus glofled, to flatter 
Alexander after the Viurder of his Friend Clitres; 
as if whatever a King did, were to be accotm- 
red juſt, but becaule 7ove himſelf cannor rule 
the World longer than Jultice is his Aſſeſſor. 
1. Conlider then, that God fits not in Hea- 
ven an unconcerned SpeQator,” but a compaſſto+ 
nate Helper of the Oppreſſed ; He hath his Ears 
always open to their Cries, and hears nothing 
fo. ſoon. as the Groans ot Injured Innocence+ 
: | V hen. 
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Exod. 22. 
v3. with 
2CT. 27. 
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Whea ſuch cry, he ſaith, he will ſurely hear them, 


and for this reaſon, becauſe be # gracious. 
This Gioodnels are the Earthly Gods to 


tranſcribe, as remembring that they were or- 


Serm. 1ſt ad dained (to ule the words of judicious Biſhop 


Magt/. Þ. 
86. 5.10. 


Gen. 15.21. 


Sanderſon) not ſo much for their own lakes, 
that they might have over whom to bear rule 
and to domineer at plealure ; as for the Peo- 
ples ſakes, that the People might have co whom 
to reſort, and upon whom to depend for Help 
and Succor, and Relief in their Neceſſities : 
And that it is not a Power to hurt, bur a Power 
to help, that makes them like the Deity, 
From whom they may learn not only Com- 

paſſion toward the Innocent, bur allo 
2. Patience towards the Guilty, It was not 
the leaſt witty of FMomus's Cenſure, when he 
found fault, that the Salvage Bull had his Eyes 
under, rather than above his Horns. Sure I 
am, all Power ought to be governed by Rea- 
ſon; and that is {o, which takes its meaſures 
trom (10d. He went down to ſee whether the 
Sin of Sedom were as heinous, as the Cry of 
it was loud : Not that he needed Information, 
but that Magiſtrates by his Example might be 
induced with Diligence and Paticnce to hear, 
examine, and enquire into the Truth of things, 
whether 
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whether judicial or criminal, before they paſs 
Sentence. And, 

3. Laſtly, that they ſwerve not from their 
Rule, crhey maſt nor be influenced by the fear or 
favour of Men, to part with Juſtice, Conſcience, 
or true Honour. "They muſt not let Cold turn 
the Scales in Judgment, nor preponderate the 
Reaſon and Merits of the Caule ; But fo im- 
partially and with that noble Refolution per- 
trom their Duty, as to diſcourage all Attempts 
to pervert them. They mult not fear Vice, 
when moſt bold or beſt befriended, but dare 
to puniſh the greatelt as well as the meaneſt 
Crimial that is brought before them : For this 
15 to be like Crod, who hath oft declared, that 
he is no ReſpeGer of Perſons, but will judo all 
Men according to their Works, Greatnels cannot 
awe him, nor can Miſery melthim : The rich 
Man's Purſe, the poor Man's Tears cannot | 
bribe him. Omniporence cannot be frighted, 
nor Allluffciency corrupted. God loverh 
none fo as to injure any other for their ſakes ; 
nor doth he hate any ſo, as to ſacrifice his 
Juſtice to Revenge. Clouds and Darkneſs are Pal. 97. 2. : 
round about him; 1 e. there may ſometimes be 
obſcurity in the Divine Diſpenſations, through 
which Men may not ſo clearly diſcern the 


Equity 
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Equity of his Proceedings; yet Righteouſneſs 
and Judgment are always the Habitation of his 
Prov. 25.5- Throne. As the King's Throne on Earth, ſo 
God's in Heaven, # eſtabliſhed m Righteouſneſs. 
And in this Mirror of the Divine Goodnels 
Magiſtrates may dilcern their Duties; good 
ones may ſee themlelves in it, what they are, 
and others what they ſhould be. Bur leſt the 
Mirror ſhould have contracted any flaw by 
my rougher handling of ir, I ſhall conclude 
with the words of King Jehoſhaphat to his 
Judges, wherein you have the Parallel more 
exactly .drawn. Take beed what ye do; for ye 
judg not for Ian, but for the Lord, who us with 
Jou in Judgment. Wherefore now let the Fear 0 
the Lord he upon you, take beed and do «: for 
there is no Tniquity with the Lord our God, nor reſpect 
of Per ſons, nor taking of Gifts. | proceed, 
Secondly, To recommend this Example of 
the Divine Goodneſs to others in a more pri- 
vate Capacity, as an excellent Rule of their 
Duties, eſpecially in thele four branches of 
ic, viz. Jultice, Bounty, Mercy, and Purity. 
1. Juſtice, God in all his Diſpenſacions 
and Actings is ſo juſt, that no Man was ever 
wronged by him. He appeals in this reſpect 
Ezck.18.25 tall the World by the Propher ; Are not my 
| ways 


2 Chron. 
19. ©, 7. 


—_— —— 9 2 9 A Ars 1. 


_ preach'd at” Cor "4 


> * 2D BO 5 4 


way's equal?: *. For chey.muſt needs, be ſo, ſince 
there is not in him any of that Ignorance, Or 
thoſe blind -Aﬀections (ſuch. as. Fear, Rage, 
Covetouſnels, or the like} which commonly 
lead Meo into unjuſt; Deligns:, -. Be, et. £hen 
righteous, as God i is Righteous, Let not .Great- 
nels pleaſe it {elf in bearing down che Rights 
of Inferiours; there is no Example of: Way 

thing in God. Let not rich Men attemgr to, 
corrupt Juſtice. by Bribery, or undermine it 
by hired Perjuries : Let no Advocate be found 
(ro uſe the words of a late Reverend Writer) 
of ſq degenerous 2 Mind, or.ſo, mgrcinary a. 
Tongue, as to plead any Cauſe to obrain.the 
Ends of Avyarice or Ambition ; .asif, with the 
Italian Lawyer, he thought hiwſelf only the 
Advocate of his Client, and. not of Juſtice. 
Let no Wirneſles, to oravify 2 Friend, to curry, 
Favour with a Superiour, or to; be revenged, of 
an Enemy, enlarge their Evidence beyond the 
meaſures of Truth, Let not Jurors, through 
heedlelnef or prejudice, give away any. righte- 
ous Cauſe by an unrighteous, Verdi... In a 
word, let every .one now to be concerned in 
the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, remember what 
the Apoſtle affirms, That God #5 righteous,;and 


he qaly who doth. C Righteouſneſs. 5. born -of., him 
C No- 


1 JOR-3- 3+ 


r Joh, 2.29. 
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Nothing, ſaith Plato, is more like God than a 
juſt Man, and ſuch an one only isentitled to 
the Priviledges of his Children. Unjuſt Men 
rather follow the Wickednefs of the infernal 
Fiends,who do what Miſchief and Wrong they 
can tothe whole Creatron, than the Goodneke 
of God, who doth Right to all Men, even to 
the Devil, and bad Men themſelves. Pur as 
che Juſtice, lo | m 

2. The Bounty of God, is another branch of 


| his Goodneſs to be tranſcribed by us. When 


Exod. 34.6. 
DN 


God declares himilelf abundant in Goodneſs, he 
expreſſes it by an Hebrew word, which moſt 
frequently denotes Bounty : And' as He himſelf 
is ihfinite; ſohis Bounty is (T had almoſt (aid) 
ſomewhat more, extending, beſides himſelf, ro 
every one of his Creatures. For what was the 
Creation, but a'wonderful Emination of the 
Divine Goodnefs ? What is his Providence, but 
his daily Beneficence tn maintaining and provi- 
ding for all the Creatures he hath made? And 
for to mention his 'Care of inferiour Beings, 
how innumerable are the Benefits that Man de- 
rives daily from his Goodneſs? Man, whom 
he hath advanced above the reſt of his viſible 
Creatures, as inthe dignity of bis Nature, ſo alſo 
tn the'multitudeof his Favours. For doth not- 

Time 
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Time continually: eaypl in, ghe ProgdyRtign; af 


new. Blefſings onus, every, Seaſon entertaining 
us with its peculiar Conveniences ? Is not every 
Creature given us to ſerve qur Neceſiities for 
Food and Raiment, nay and co miniſter. to,gur 
maderate and ſober Pleaſures too ?;-Byr agrrg 
ſtay on ſmaller Largefles, hath nat: the ſame 
Bounty given us his eternal Son tobe born, to 
obey, to (uffer and to die,in purchaſing Heaven 
tar us, Harh he not ſent his holy;Spiric to af} 
us, and given-us his haly Golpel; and;; by-3 
late Miracle of Mercy to. this Nation, confirat; 
ed us in the poſſeſſion of it, rodireet ps in the 

way thicher ?Is he nog xeady ro give us all things 
we need, all chings'thax arg fic tor ys,' and thay 


for acking ? Yea, and doth he:not ftrequengly by - 


his Bounty prevent our Petitions, as well as ex- 
ceedour delervings? God's Bounty i isa Fountain 
always rugning 9ver, and yet never exhauſted. 

And need'l now to ſay, Who is, a follower 
of this Goodneſs ?' Not {ure the Fuvious Man; 
who is ſo far from giving to gthers, that he 
grudges them the Gifts of, Heayen,. Not the 
Coveravs Man, who.is {6 far from being boynti- 
Ous 10 others: that he js, not ſo to himſelf, bur 
for fear of dying a Peggar, liveslike one. Not 


thoſe ſelfiſh narrow Souls, that can npence no 
"C 3 wo 1 


_—_— 
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Wider tlitniche Bodies they infortt; "confining 
theit Love and Care to their 6wn Carcaſes ; 
in&like'the far Monk; who, at' the diff; olution 
of the Abbtes, had got'a Penſion for his own 
Life riot at all coficerti'® fot the Neceſfic ies of 
ethers, ſ6-they Gan! ſavetheirown Stakes! *"Biit 
Jeaft* of Ml; thoſe" mor ofe Malicious Men, who love 
Miſchief, delight inharraſing and ruining their 
Neighbaurs; arid like the Hedg: hog (as.one 
compares! him) wrapping themielves in their 
own ſoft Down, cirn'ther ſharp Prickles to all 
theWorld befides: No, he only tranſcribes the 
1 T12.5.15. Divine Bourity Who 1s ready to aftribute, willing 

to. communicate ;. Who; like" the 'Sun , liberally 

ſcatters abour hirn that Eight. wherewith he a- 

© agFY bounds, and! with-holds his*watm Inflaences 
150; from none 6f- his Inferiors, that wants them. 
P-357- Who (as * Juſtin Martyr purſues the Charater) 
LY —__ takes part of his Neighbours Burden, gladly 
Fac. Eommunicatesto thern'any good thing: where- 
CHEM in they: ate "deficiear, "and by beſtowing on 

= gan 5-2 them that want, the abundance God hath piven 
_— him, becomes a' God to them that recerve it. - He 
Torn cas'F Antonins- 111" Fl. Caſar's" ariſwers Silenus) 
{v 5-15 3: who needs the leaſt himſelf, ind gives the'moſt 
«5 in 1 tg others, beſt reſembles the Infinite Good, 


Aix TAE : : : 
585. who needs nothing, and pives all things, 


Let 
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© 'Let-rhis chen be:conſidered by:you, whom 
God hath enriched with plentiful ERaces, and 
ſo qualified, char you may be great Bleſſings 


ro. your Country and to your Inferiours. Look * 


up to Heaven and remember, that you are 
not Great as God: is, unleſs.you-be Good too; 
unleſs you lay out your ſelves ' in Works' of 
Peneficence for the Service of the Public, and 
the relief of the diſtrefled; unlels as you have 
more. than others, ye do: more. Good withit , 
nay, unleſs ye can not only give to them thar 
need your Bounty, but forgive them allo that 
need your Mercy. Which leads us to the nexc 
branch of .the Divine Goodneſs, which: we-are 
to: inaltate. WT 5 yk ' -} | 

2. Hu long-ſuffjering and' Mercy toward them 
that provoke him. Thar God 3s patient and 
merciful, not ;eaſily-provaked, nor inexorable 
when he is provoked, is as:evidentas that we 
furvive the Sins we have committed, and live 
ſtill in hopes of pardon after all onr Provo- 
cations. Our own Experience aſſures us, that 
he is/not wont to ſend down - Fire from Hea- 
ven.upon the kindling of: every--Luſt below. 
That he doth not command the Earth to {wal- 
low up every bold Offender, as ſoon as he harh 


made himſelf unworthy to tread on it; That 
he 


x4 
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Roni. 5.22. 


he is not always moved at the farit Afront, bur 
is ſtill as flow to Wrath, as we are forward 
to provoke, and no leſs backward to puniſh, 
than we are to reform. For do not all of. us 
breath by the benefit of his Forbearance ? Had 
not the very beſt of us been dead, in the Grave, 
in Hell long ſince, had not he made:known hu 
Power, by enduring with much long-ſuffering us 
Veſſels of Wrath, 1o fitted for Deſtruttion. 

But co forbear with Sinners is not all the 
Goodnels that God ſhews towards them , for 
he is always ready to forgive them, and his 
Mercy is no leſs conſpicuous than his Patience. 
How imporranacely doth he invite all Prodi- 
gals to return ? and how ready is he to enter- 
rain and embrace them when they do? How 
loth is he that any of us ſhould die in our 
Sins ? and how forward to give us Lite, if we. 
forlake them ? And in the mean time, :even 
whilſt we perſiſt in our Rebellion, how:con- 
Rant is he in his Care of us, and Bounty to us. 

And need I now to fay, who are the tollow- 
ers of this Goodnels ?. Nor fure the froward 
and pallionate, the ctuel and revengeful Man, 
who never forbears with any that provoke him 
longer than till he have an opportunity of 
Revenge, andis never at reſt till chat be found 
Oil. 
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out: Not thoſe tumultuous Spirits that never 
can be quiet, till they have fignalized their 
Reſentments by the ruin of their Adverſaries, 
and rhrough the unrulineſs of their Paſſions, are 
miſerable themſelves, till they have made their 
Enemies ſo. No; ſuch impetuons- Souls de- 
rive their Hear from Hell, not from the calm 
Influences of Heaven, and imirare the great Rey.12, 12. 
Wrath of that wicked one, whole Malice de- 
ſigas the defttution of Mankind ; not the 
Goodneſs of God, who always waits to be ygra- 1G. ;0. 18. 
cious, even toward the molt provoking Of- 
fenders. If you will tranſcribe this Copy, 
you mult be flow to Wrath, and merciful as your jam. 1, 11. 
Heavenly Father #s ; and that is not only to the 
po0d, bur alfo to the unthankſul and evil: You 
muſt be ſo juſt toward others, as not to need 
Pardon from them ; and ſo merciful, asnever 
to deny Pardon to any that need it from you. 
You muſt reſolve to practiſe no other ſort of 
| Revenge on your Enemies, than by your kind- 
neſs to-hcap Coals of Fire on their Heads; and ac- Rom. 12. 
cording to the method of Divine Goodneſs in 2© 2*: 
leading Sinners to Repentance, take this only SER 
courle to make them repent the Injuries the _— 
have done you, by overcoming Evil with Good. 
And'now you have a fair opportunity *6 
{hew 


Luk. 6. 36. 
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ſhew this Chriſtian, this Divine 1Ternper. 
Whatever injuries may have formetly. been 
done to any of you, now that you have it.in 
your Power to be revenged, let the World lee 
you have forgiven them :., Thar. che Chriſtian 
hath ſo much the advantage of the Man, and 
of the Gentleman roo, (according to the com- 
raon ſtandard of Gentility) that you can ex- 
ult as much in ſuch an occaſion of expreſſing 
your Meeknels, as any others may have done 
formerly in fignalizing their more paſſionate 
Reſentments: That you prefer the glorious 
Triumphs of Chriſtian Patience, and the Peace 
of your Country and the:whote Nation, that 
may be ſecured thereby, above the little Satis- 
faction of ſome angry Retaliations: And had 
rather make others aſhamed of their Heats, by 
ſetting before them the-inſtance of your.calm 
and {edate Temper, than ſeem. to juſtify what 
they have done, by doing any thing like an imi- 
ration of it. 
It only remains that I recommend the Di- 
. vine Goodnels to your Imitation, EL 1 
4. In reſpet of bis Purity. That God is & 
Being infinitely pure and holy, and that all Im- 
morality is as contrary. to his Nature as his 
Laws, can be doubted-by none thatbelieye him 
Ps ro 
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to be a moſt periect Being. Some tew are [0 
debauched in their Principles, as NOT LO ac- 
knowledg Vertue a PerfeCtion,and Vice an Im- 
pertection. God's Moral Laws then, where; 
by he obliges us to Purity, are nat the bare;re- 
ſult of his Will, but of his Nature-; and all 
|mmorality and Debanchery is odious to him, 
not barely becaule he cannot abide to be dil- 
obeyed, bur becaule .it.is contrary to that eter- 
nal Reaſon, which is founded | on the Parity 
of his Nature. Heathen Poets indeed repre- 
ſented the Transformations of their Deities, 
and the abominable Extravagancies then com- 
mitted by them. Yer ſo far-were their wilet} 
Men from imagining any. ſuch things; conſiſtear 
with the Divine Nature, that Plutarch tells us, _— y apnd 
they accounted' ir an unholy m_ to report voig > 4 
them, or even to.bear them, _ 

It then you. will follow God ;Goodach, 
you mult, according to the Apoltle's. Exhorta- 
tion, purify Jour ſelves, 45 'God 45 pure. 1 Joh. 3. 3. 
. Andlhopeit will not be judged impertinent 
for me (now that I am called co ſpeak tothis 
Henourable Auditory) to become. the Advo- 
.cate of contemned : Morality, -and to recommend 
Purity and Sobriety to you Great Ones; whoſe 
.Example would as efteQually teach it your In- 
D feriours, 
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ſerioms, as it 3s'to0 evidat in hath alrewdy done 
the contrary. Who ces notthat the Prophaneſs 


29d Debauchery, that every Clown is now {0 
Expert in, Had its Ortginal fromthe Ffmonrable 


21d Worfhipfnl 2 Rerathers have imiraved their 
Patrons, Servants their Maſters, and Tenants 
their Landlords, ranfcribing into their own 
Practce 'the Prophinefs, Drunkenneſs and 
Whoredoms, which they-oblerved to be not 
pradtiled only, but even applauded arnong thern. 

And ſo far hath thisprevatled,thatiit bach been 
accounted (I need norto Tay) almoſt a Scandal 
for'z Gerictemanto'be fober; 'S6:thart he thar 
dirt not 'Swear, or Prik, on Whore, that 
had hot fotie,or- all. of vheſGenirite © Qualities, 

was 2ecounted a rheani/bred Fellow, and of 
no other uſe than'to' be redicul'd by therelt of 
the Company. Ir hath" been condemned as 


ill: Manners to-pretend'to, and pradtiſe better 


Moraliry thanthe reft ; ad forme; refolved'ro 
be vertuous; have thought ir their ſafeſt Courſe 
to avoid ſuch pnblick Appearances of the Gen- 
trey, becanſethey judged 3 it hard ro be vettu- 


-B13S arong'them. 


Thus jt bath been: Is -ic tow oth wile: 2. 
There hath been a'gtear 2nd happy Revolution 
in the Times ; 1s there any ſuch Change im our 

Man- 


_— —— 
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Manners ? The Gentry have to their Honour 
ſhewed an extraordinary Zeal for their Re- 
gion, hazarding their Eſtates and Lives for 
its Prelervation: And my it not now be 
reaſonably expected, that they ſhould prac- 
tiſe, which is the only way af enjoying whas 
they have purchaled ? There is nothing 
doubrlels more baſe and below a Gentleman 
inthe whole Catalogue of Vices, than Apr 
crifie and Diſſuwlation.; And there cannar be 
a more bale Hypocrilte, than for thoſe to pre- 
trend Zeal tor any Religion, who have; who 
will have no Religion at all; chan for them 
ro-contend with 1o..mych hear far our Faith 
and, our Laws, who are relalved their Lives 
ſhall be a continued Violatian of and Aﬀront 
to both. Shew then the fincerity of your 
Profeſſion by your praice. Let the Warld 
lee, that you joye your holy. .Religian, by 
living it ; and that: you are truely :Zealous for 
the Deſt of Churches, by leading Lives, fuch 
as may be for her Hogour. Ler Swearing be 
lefr out of your common Conyerfation,where, 
to fay the leaſt, it is Impertinent, and alrgge- 
cher Inſignificant, 'unleſs. it be gf rhe Speaker's 
Prophanels : and reſerve is tor Courts of, Ju- 


dicatuxe, where, with Truth , Judgment 4nd Jer. 4. 2: 
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Righteouſneſs, it may be uſeful. Let Drunken- 
neſs be baniſhed from your Soctety, and the 
vile faſhion of provoking ir, by urging 
Healths, now at length Sacrified to the Ho- 
nour of Sobriety. Let unchaſt Embraces be 
Strangers.to your beds, and boredom and Adul- 
tery, as much bated by you, as it is ſure to be 
ſeverely judged by God, Thar as the Gentry 
are wont to leave Faſhions, as ſoon as the 
Commonality take. them'up, you would now 
leave cheſe'and Tach like Yices, which they 
have learnt from you, and by yonr eminent 
Sobriety help to retrieve them/too. © 

How elle ſhould'youexpett, that the pure 
and holy God ſhould continuehis Prote&tion, 
or appear any longer as yotir Deliverer 2: How 
eMe ſhould it be thought, that what you have 
done,hath been our of Zeal for Religion, and 
not rather-Intereſt under that' Diſguiſe; if, af- 
ter your Point is gained,Religion be caſhiered, 
and when your Intereſts are {erved,your Vices 
are retained ? But | hope better Things of you, 
tho I thus ſpeak ; that your Piety, Juſtice, 
Bounty, Mercy and Sobriety will give us a ſure 
Proſpect of good” Times : That thereby you 
will make God your ſure Friend, and'then the 
worſt of Mea that are, or ſhall be agamft you, 


{hall 
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ſh.11 not be able to harm ſuch Followers of that 
which is Good, Which brings me ar length to 
the ſecond Part of my Tex. 


If; The Priviledg of ſuch as tollow the Di- 
vine Goodnels. None will, none can harm ſuch 
an- one. 

1. Thus Interrogation ſuppoſes an Improbability at 
| the leaſt that any ſhould defire their Harm, There is 
ſuch an attractive Beauty in this Image of the 
Divine Goodnels, as will efteftually recom- 
mend the Owners of it co the. eſteem and 
love of all Mankind. For a good Man (the A- 
poltle ſaith) one would even dare to die. ' A Man 
of this Charaker is lo uſeful a part of this 
World, and obliges ſo.many, that he muſt 
needs havethe feweſt Enemies, and the mot, 
and the beſt Friends. Friends that would run the 
oreatelt Hazards, - perhaps venture their own 
Lives for the preſervation of his: Who lo ſavage 
and brutiſh as to be Enemies of thole that are 
public Bleſſings to Mankind ? They are {nar- 
ling Curs indeed, that bark at thoſe great Lu- 


Rom. 5.7. 


minaries, which by their Soveraign lnfluences - 


cheriſh all inferiour Beings. However, it luch 
have any Enemies, the warm Influences of chew 


Kindneſles are likely ro melt cheminto a more - 


ſolc 
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ſofr and gentle Temper ; or art leaſt the irreſi- 


fable energy of God's Providence will, who 
| hath promiſed, that when a Mans ways plesſe 


him (as he cannot but be pleaſed with tuch a 
lively Image of himlelf) be maketh even his 
Enemtes to be at Peace with ham. 

But it's poſſible there may be ſome lo mon. 
flroufly bad, and advanced fo far towardthe 
Nature of the Devil, as to hate them moſt that * 
1re moſt keto God, and for that realon moſt 
unlike rhemfelves; and co breath Deftruction 
againſt all, whoſe Pertc@ions upbraid and ex- 
poſe their Vices. However, theſe followers 
of God's Goodnefs -may defy their impotent 
Matice. - For, 

2. Let fuch do their werſt they cannot harm them. 
The Interrogative here, as frequently in the 
Scriptures, more vehemently denies, Tis 5 xs- 
1.aewy vaurs , who fhall (1. e. none ſhall ) be able to 
harm yon * Which will appear from the Conti- 
deration of theſe three Particulars. 

3. That no external Evils that the Malice of 
Men tan bring on them, can ruf flle the inward Peace 
and Serenity of their Conſciences. Naturabſts take 
notice of the Sagacicy of the Hedghog, whom 
Nature hathtavght to retreat within hertelf,and 
take Sanftuary under her own OM 

the 
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which the Royal Stoick Antonines counſels bis 


xicruonsMan;tor Security againt external Evils, 


X ro contract himſelf within himfelf, co retreat * £15 tnu- 


into his-own Breaft, and cake SanQuary againſt 


TI oUvanNg- 
: . It, lib, 7. 
external Violences-under the Protection of his 5:2 nh 


own lnnocence. A merry Heart, [aith Solomon, 5- 29: 


WR 41 
pl wr93 


or rater | a good Eiart, is 2 contmual Feaſt, A + 25 21 


Feaftithat can not, like Calizula's, be difturbed by Prov.15-15. 


a flaſh of Lighcaing, or clap of Thunder , a 
Feaſt, whole Viands cannot benatched from 
thy Mouth, northou defeated of the Emertain- 
men bythe.moft patent Malice. Let: Oppreſ- 
Hon xob thee of thy [Eſtate ; 'Let Calumny 
-blacken-thy Reputation : Let hard and;cruel 
Wſage:impair thy Health ; yer none of them 
-canTrob thee of thy Innocence, -or that. inward 
Peace that reſults from the: Conſcience of it. 
When StormsToar abroad;there will be a Calm 
within;andthe {ofr Whifpers'of-agood:Confzi- 
ence,thole Fccoes of Meaven's.approbarion, will 
charm thee not-only. into :Peace, but but Exul- 


-ration:and Refoycing, even when the Woald - 


-breachs-out -nothing but Threatatog arst/DNe- 
ftution: The followers of God's 'Goodnels 
me;hereby aflured, that God-6 with them; and 


-tharimakes'them not to fear what Menare, or - 


what they act againſt them, , And the les, 
FF, ; A ; 
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De Provid, 
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2. Becauſe what 1s done againſt them, God will 
help them to become better for it. Seneca compares 
his wile, virtuous Man, to Phidias, thar famous 
Statuary, who could ſhew his Skill not only in 


Ivory, Braſs or Marble, but (when thoſe were 


wanting) in baler Materials, by carving on any 
Macter the beſt Work it was capable of. For 


ET good Man can exercile his Vertues in the 


midſt of abundance, ſo (when ftripp'd of that) 


in Poverty. He can be vertuous at home, and 


WW. Zo C, I'Os 


(if driven thence) in Baniſhment: Like the 
Fire, which turns all ſorts of Fewel into its 
own Nature,and encreaſes its Heat and Bright- 
nels by thoſe Heaps, that ſeem to threaten the 
{moothering of both. Or like the Rod of Mer- 
cury (as Epiftetus compares him) he turns every 
thing he touches into Gold. Whatever his 


.Condition is, he makes it beſt for him by do- 
ing his Duty, and exerciſing lutable Vertues'in 


it. And this not barely by his own Strength, 


-but by the gracious Afliſtances of God, who 


. Rom. $. 28- 


hath promiled to make all things to work together 
for his good. And who can harm him, who 1s ſure 


. to be better for all the Harm his Enemies do 


him? whole inward Peace cannot be dilcom- 


poſed, whole Vertues will be improved by all 
the Attempts of their Malice againſt him? 
Eſpecially conſidering, C 
= Laſt- 


preach'd at Cheſter, Sept. 16. 5 


—— 
—— 


.3+ Laſtly, That his eternal Felicity will be in- p;q, pack. 
cxeaſed by all bis: temporal Sufferings. He may defy c. 79. & 
his Enemies Malice, as Socxates did Anytus and 694 OW 
Melitus ; Ve may kill me, but yet cannot burt me. OI 
Their Malice may thruſt him out of this World, 
bur as 4t-cannot Keep him our of Heaven, ſo it 
will occafion'the increaſe of his Glories there. 

For as there are degrees of Happinels in Hea- 

ven, ( one Star there differs from another in Glory ) + Co.r 5.41. 
{o they that Luffer for well-doing; ſhall ſhare in 
the higheſt of chem. . Their light Afflictions' will 2 Cor. 4.17 
work. for. them a far more exceeding-and eternal weight - 

of Glory. Far exceeding not only the Merit of 

their Sufferings, but alto the'Glories bf all thofe 

that have ſuffered leſs than they,” Lazarus, who 

lived a good Man inthe moſt meanand nece(”7 uk. 16.2;. 
ſitous State here, we find in the moſt honoura- 774 Han. 

ble place, next the Maſter of the-Feaſt, in 4- gy 4 
braham's.Boſom at the Supper of the Lamb.: He 
that doth and ſuffers moſt for God, is: ſure to 

receive moſt from him ;-1o that the Malice'of 
his Enemies deſigning his Miſery will inhaunce 
his Happineſs, and add to his furure Recom- 

pence whatever they take away.from his pre- 

{ent Enjoyments. Anaxagoras (as Plutarchre- 


lates) being unjuſtly deprived of his Eſtace, and ' 


thereby conſtrained to travelintoForeign Parts, 


E met 
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met with: ſuch Advantages for. the . improve- 

meat, of his IntelleCtuals, chat upon his: recurn 

home,paſling by cheLands which had formerly 

been his, he laid, 1 had never been happy, if 1 had 
not loſt you. Such pleaſant RefleCtions will good 

Men.in their Manſions of Glory make on their - 
Worldly Lofles and Suffterings. I had never 

arrived at this height of Happineſs,had I want- 

red Enemies to endeavour my Miſery. I had 

never attained to ſuch an exceeding weight of 
Glory; had I been preſſed by a leſs weight of 
Aflictions.. 1had never enjoyed fo much of 
the Love and Groodneſs of God, had I taſted 

the leſs of the. Malice. and Cruelty of Men, 
Thanks therefore to thoſe Enemies thatdeſign- 
ing, my Harm, advanced my Felicity, and by 

their malicious Charity, helped me to-obtain a 

brighter Crown, in enduring the Suffetings 

which they inflicted : Or rather Hallalujah's to. 
my good God, who hath turned their Malice 

to my advantage; and by thoſe that purſued. 
me with a purpole to deftroy me, hath driven 

me further into Heaven for SanQuuary, 

T his .is the. Priviledg oi thoſe that imitate. 
the Goodneſs of God, either none ſhall be 
willing, or none ſha}l be. able to harm them, 
becaule they canno: xob them of their inward 

Fexcs, 
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Peace, and their \ external Injuries will: make 
chem better-here, and more happy hereafter, 

| ſhalt only. add, that as they are.ſafe/ from 
Mens Malice, fo they are-alſo from God's 
Wrath. | | 

A-time will come, however the World ſeems 
to forget it, whenall the Pageantry of this Life 


will b: gore by, andthe more dreadful Solemni- 1 Cor.7.23; 


ries of the laſt Jadgment ſucceedahem; when. 
the Realities of the preſent Scerigwwildbecranſ. 
ated; and the great Allizes of the, World ap- 
proach; whereot we -have before us a fainrey 
Emblem. A time will cone, when che ſhrill 
Eceho's of the laſt /Trump-ſhall pierce not the: 
Ait only, bur che Earch:roo, and: awaken all 
Mankind our of their deep Sleep of - Death to- 
their final Trial, vero $17 of© Angels 
rending the Skies, ſhall uſher, and Flames of 
aburning World thall ligheche Judg-of ie co his. 
Tribunal A timewill come, when-betore that 
cremendous Jridg,and the: Augult Aﬀembly of 
Angels and Men,every one ſhall be impleaded, 
have all his: ſecret Crimes -dilplaid,; and from, 
that Righteous Judg receive -a., Sentence- ac- 
cording to his Works, OLE. 
And whoſe followers then will you deſire tos 
be found? Who then will fare better, than they 
E % that 


— 
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that havethe Imagdof Crod's Crogdnels im: 
printed on them?  Who-then canexpect a fa- 
yourable Judg and a merciful Sentence, but 
they:that, havingdone (xoo0d.in their public or 
private Capacitics, have neither the Cries. of the 
knjured,/nor.the Glamors of, their own Conlci- 
ence to appaletthem?” It's not- Greatneſs then, 


: but only Cxoodnels that will avail you. It's 

not numeraus.. Titles; high Honours , great. Ays-: 
rhority, io'norgreat EfSxeg thaccan chen-(tand; 
you inftead,unlels you have thereby promoted: 
Juſtice, -protected-Innocence,. and ſer a good: 
Example of Sobriety and Charity. Then eve- 
ry.one: mult ſtand inaked, i whatever their ex-/ 
texnal Ornaments here have been, except thoſe. 
anly [that are clotbed cin Robes -of | Righteouſneſs. 
Then. none will- be-found-to have an Intereſt 
in Chriſt's Merits, but-they only that have tran- 
ſcribed God's Goodnels! | And'they then. be-: 
ing {afe from Harm, ſecure;cof; Blefledneſs, 
ſhall be advanced. to. that iglorious Immortali- 


where they ſhall be: for ever ſatisfied with 


ty, 
To which God of his infioite 


God's Likeneſs. 


Mercies, bring;.us al; through the-Metics of - 


our Sayiour Jeſus Chriſt., [Amen '.- ; 
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